
























REPORT FOR DECISION  
 

Parks and Recreation Committee 25th January 2021 
 

9. Purchase of Utility Vehicle 
 
 

Recommendation 
The committee resolves to purchase the battery-powered Polaris Utility Vehicle and 
Bateson Trailer. 

 
 

Purpose of the Report 
To provide members with information to make an informed decision. 
 
 

Background 

 At a meeting of the Full Council on 21st September 2020 members decided to bring in house 
grounds maintenance services which were currently contracted to Idverde, consequently,  
Warminster Town Council (WTC) now need to purchase equipment to provide these services. 

 
 

Findings 
Officers searched for the ideal vehicle to work in the Lake Pleasure Grounds and at other outside 
areas owned or managed by the council - e.g  play areas, when required.  

 
After much deliberation it was felt that a utility vehicle would be best suited to fulfil the  
requirements of the role both now and in the future.  

 
The council’s Climate Change Commitments requires that battery powered vehicles are used 
where practical. Officers contacted many suppliers of utility vehicles to arrange demonstrations.  

All manufacturers are not yet providing battery vehicles, however, two were found and 
demostrations were arranged.  
 

The demonstrations were carried out by officers and Cllrs Brett and Fraser, chairpersons of the 
Parks and Recreation and Environmental Services Committees respectively. 
 

Consideration was given to build quality, functionality, running costs and dealer support. 
 
The John Deere is from a dealer within an hour of Warminster and the Polaris from a dealer within 

30 minutes of Warminster, officers are confident that the after-sales service would be excellent  
from both of them. 
 

Officers also demonstrated a petrol version of the Polaris. This is not in line with WTC’s 
policy on Climate Change but a quotation has been obtained for comparison. 
 

A small trailer will also be required. Officers considered the alternatives and feel a small 6x4 trailer  
with mesh sides will be best suited. Officers contacted various suppliers for quotations. 
 



Manufacturer Machine description Cost  

John Deere TE Gator, Electric 48V, 

Canopy, Front Screen, 

Road Lighting Kit & 

road registration,  

£15,745 + 

VAT 

 

Polaris  EV Mid T2a, Electric 

48V, Canopy, Front 

Screen, Tow Bar, Road 

Lighting Kit & road 

registration 

£13,725+ 

VAT 

 

Polaris 570 Petrol T1b, 

Canopy, Front Screen, 

Tow Bar, Road Lighting 

Kit & road registration 

£10,925+VAT  

 

 
 

Manufacturer Description Cost  

Bateson (From 

Farefield 
Trailers) 

B64, With Ramp tail gate, Mesh 

sides, spare wheel and prop 
stands 

£1,135 + VAT 

 
Bateson (Direct) B64, With Ramp tail gate, Mesh 

sides, spare wheel and prop 

stands 

£1,210 + VAT 

 
Ifor Williams 

(From Devizes 
Trailer Centre) 

P6e, With Ramp tail gate, Mesh 
sides, spare wheel and prop 

stands 

£1,285 + VAT 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Conclusion 
Officers are confident that both utility vehicles would be capable of carrying out the required works. 

Given this, officers believe the best option will be the Polaris EV Mid T2a. This is in line with the 
council’s policy on climate change and the grounds maintenance policy to use battery equipment 
whenever possible. 

 
Officers feel that both models of trailer considered would be suitable. The quality of both trailers is 
good. Therefore officers recommend the Bateson Trailer at £1,135 +VAT. 

 
Financial and Resource Implications 

The cost of £13,725 +VAT and  £1,135 + VAT are capital costs. This has been budgeted for in 

2021-22. The payment will not be made until the new financial year.  

 

Legal Implications and Legislative Powers 

The WTC has the power to provide this service under the General Power of Competence. 

 Environmental Implications 

The WTC is committed to reducing carbon emissions by means including reducing energy usage 

and switching to renewable energy supplies. A battery powered utility vehicle will be run on 

renewable energy. 

Risk Assessment  
WTC will carry out a risk assessment as part of moving to an in-house team.  

 
Crime and Disorder 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider under the Crime and Disorder Act.  
 





REPORT FOR DECISION   
 

Parks and Recreation Committee 25th January 2021 
11. Queensway Play Area Works  
 

Recommendation 
Officers recommend members resolve to instruct Proludic to carry out the works. 
 

Purpose of the Report 
To inform members and assist them in making a decision. 
 

Background 
At a meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee on the 23rd November 2020, members noted 
the recommended schedule of works for the council’s play areas. (PR/20/042).  

 
Owing to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, the priority 1 works have been delayed, but officers are 
now able to present members with quotations for these works.  

 
Findings 
Four play area companies were approached with onsite meetings taking place observing social 

distancing and quotations have been received from three of them. 
 
Officers asked them to quote to replace the existing basket swing as this was now felt to be 

coming to the end of is life and also to quote to replace the safety surface under the toddler swings 
as this was breaking up and a hole has been created. 

 
Conclusion 

The swings recommended by the contractors are both suitable for the location and likely usage 
and officers are confident that all three companies can carry out the work. 
 

Officers prefer safety surfaces made from eco mulch as this reduces the likelihood of shrinkage 
and cracking.  

 

Company  Description cost  

Proludic 1.Remove Existing basket swing 
and replace with POD metal 
swing: 
2. Removal and disposal of 

existing safety surface. Replace 
with 40mm eco mulch: 

 
£3,620.45 + VAT 
 
£1,960.00 + VAT 

 
Total £5,580.45 + 
VAT 

 

Vita Play 1.Remove Existing basket swing 

and replace with Proludic POD 
metal swing: 
2. Removal and disposal of 

existing safety surface. Replace 
with 40mm  Black Wetpour: 

 

£3,914 + VAT 
 
 

£1,603.20+ VAT 
 
Total £5,517.20 + 

VAT 

 

Sutcliffe Play 1.Remove Existing basket swing 

and replace with Proludic POD 
metal swing: 
2. Removal and disposal of 

existing safety surface. Replace 
with 40mm Black Wetpour: 

 

 
 
Total £ 8,123.00 

+ VAT 
 



Officers recommend members resolve to instruct Proludic to carry out the works at a cost of 

£5,580.45 + VAT 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Cost will come from capital reserves. 

 

Legal Implications and Legislative Powers 

WTC has the power to provide this service under the General Power of Competence. 

 Environmental Implications 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider. 

 
Risk Assessment  
WTC will carry out a risk assessment as part of moving to an inhouse team.  

 
Crime and Disorder 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider under the Crime and Disorder Act.  

 
 

 


